
 
  

  

MUSIC DIRECTOR GERARD SCHWARZ AND EASTERN MUSIC FESTIVAL 

ANNOUNCE THE BONNIE McELVEEN-HUNTER COMMISSIONING PROJECT 

CELEBRATING AMERICAN COMPOSERS 
  

TEN WORLD PREMIERES TO BE OFFERED OVER TEN YEARS 
  

Composers Richard Danielpour and John Corigliano Commissioned for First Two Seasons 
  

Greensboro, NC and New York, NY, March 13, 2013 – Eastern Music Festival Music 

Director Gerard Schwarz today announced the establishment of the Bonnie McElveen-

Hunter Commissioning Project celebrating American composers. Working together, 

Ambassador McElveen-Hunter and Maestro Schwarz will choose ten composers whose work 

will be premiered at the Eastern Music Festival over the course of ten seasons. Composers 

Richard Danielpour and John Corigliano have been commissioned for the first two seasons. 

Richard Danielpour will write A Prayer for Our Time especially for cellist Julian Schwarz, 

which will be premiered with the Eastern Music Festival Orchestra on July 20. John Corigliano 

is creating a work for violin and orchestra to be premiered during the 2014 Eastern Music 

Festival. The violinist will be Eastern Music Festival’s concertmaster, Jeff Multer, who will play 

the work on his Vuillaume, an instrument once owned and played by John Corigliano’s father. 

Mr. Corigliano, Sr. was concertmaster of the New York Philharmonic for 23 years. 

  

“Music has given us the opportunity of a universal language—a 

voice that has inspired hope, nurtured love and given a real and 

tangible expression to our joys while also encouraging us in 

times of despair,” said Ambassador McElveen-Hunter. “I cannot 

think of a better way to honor my family and friends than to give 

life to new musical works that will enrich the lives of so many, 

from the Festival’s young musicians to the audiences in North 

Carolina and around the world.” 

  

A composer himself, conductor Gerard Schwarz, is recognized as one of America’s most 

committed champions of contemporary American music with more than 300 world premieres to 

his credit including 18 commissions to commemorate his final year as music director of the 

Seattle Symphony. “The future of classical music depends upon our continually bringing new 

works in the repertoire,” said Maestro Schwarz. “What I sincerely appreciate about Bonnie is her 

passion for music and her desire to bring joy to many music lovers while at the same time 

expanding her own role in an art form so close to her heart. She and I both love Richard 

Danielpour’s music not only because he has a distinctive American voice, but because of the 

romanticism and lyricism of his composing style. John Corigliano, who is a friend of long 

standing, is one of the greatest composers of our time. He continually creates marvelous works 

that have a unique voice and are a powerful expression of his art and we are honored that he has 

agreed to be a part of our new commissioning endeavor.” 



  

“As a Festival we strive to offer our young musicians an outstanding musical experience and we 

are tremendously grateful to Ambassador Hunter, not only for creating this opportunity for our 

Festival, but for this gift to the classical music field at large,” said Eastern Music Festival 

Executive Director Stephanie Cordick. “The Festival has long had a commitment to 

contemporary American music and the Bonnie McElveen-Hunter Commissioning Project allows 

us to carry this dedication forward into the future.” 

  

A resident of Greensboro, North Carolina, Ambassador McElveen-

Hunter is the Founder and CEO of Pace Communications. She 

served as former U.S. Ambassador to the Republic of Finland from 

2001 to 2003 and is currently serving her third three-year term as 

Chairman of the Board of the American Red Cross. 

  

A long-time philanthropist and charitable-cause activist, 

Ambassador McElveen-Hunter has served as a member of the 

International Board of Directors of Habitat for Humanity, chaired 

the Alexis de Tocqueville Society and served on the United Way of 

America Board as a member of its National Leadership Council. 

Bonnie is the founder of the first ever billion dollar national 

women’s leadership initiative in America having raised its one 

billionth dollar in 2012 for United Way. She currently serves on numerous boards, including 

Malaria No More, the Kennedy Center International Committee on the Arts, the National 

Museum of Women in the Arts, Washington National Opera, Elon University School of Law 

Board of Advisors, the Nido R. Qubein School of Communication and the North Carolina 

Museum of Art.  

  

The recipient of numerous awards, Bonnie is the recipient of the Woman Entrepreneur of the 

Year Award from the National Foundation for Women Legislatures; the Trailblazer of the Year 

Award from the Women Leaders Forum; the Ellis Island Medal of Honor; 2012 Points of Light 

Tribute Award; 2012 NC Award for Public Service and The Order of Saint Charles from His 

Serene Highness Prince Albert of Monaco. 

  

Gerard Schwarz has been associated with the Eastern Music Festival since 2003, first serving as 

artistic advisor, then principal guest conductor and music director since 2007. The Eastern Music 

Festival and School, founded in 1961 in Greensboro, North Carolina, by Sheldon Morgenstern, is 

an internationally-renowned classical music festival and institute for young musicians that runs 

for five weeks each summer with a mission to promote musical enrichment, excellence, 

professional collaboration, innovation and diversity through a nationally-recognized teaching 

program, music festival, concerts and other programs. The institute accepts students ages 14 

through 22 from around the country and the world. The EMF faculty consists of world-class 

performing artists selected from top orchestras and music schools nationally and internationally. 

  

In celebration of its 50th Anniversary in 2011, the Eastern Music Festival commissioned five 

new world premieres from composers Pierre Jalbert, Peter Boyer, Michael Hersch, Philip 

Rothman and Vivian Fung, all of whom were in attendance for their premieres. Also during that 



summer, collaboration with the American Guild of Organists allowed Eastern Music Festival to 

present four world premieres for organ from composers Pamela Decker, Robin Dinda, Rachel 

Laurin and Dan Locklair for a total of nine world premieres during the 50th Anniversary season. 

The Festival annually welcomes a top roster of guest artists and performers throughout the 

summer. In addition to performing with the Eastern Festival Orchestra, guest artists spend time 

teaching and interacting with the 200 young artists who attend EMF each summer. Held on the 

campus of Guilford College, nestled in North Carolina’s Piedmont Region, the Eastern Music 

Festival presents an annual summer program offering more than 100 performances and music-

related events. 

  

About Richard Danielpour 
 

Among the most honored composers of his generation, Richard Danielpour has written a wide 

range of orchestral, chamber, instrumental, ballet and vocal works. He has been commissioned 

by a “Who’s Who” of international musical institutions, festivals and artists and his music has 

been championed by Yo-Yo Ma, Jessye Norman, Dawn Upshaw, Emanuel Ax, Frederica von 

Stade, Thomas Hampson, Gary Graffman, the Kalichstein-Laredo-Robinson Trio, the Guarneri, 

Emerson and American String Quartets, as well as conductors Leonard Bernstein, Kurt Masur, 

Charles Dutoit, David Zinman, Zdenek Macal and Leonard Slatkin. His first opera, Margaret 

Garner, with Nobel Laureate Toni Morrison, was hailed as a triumph during its recent sold-out 

runs at the Michigan Opera The ater and Cincinnati Opera, commissioners with Opera Company 

of Philadelphia. Danielpour has received a Grammy Award, a Lifetime Achievement Award and 

the Charles Ives Fellowship from the American Academy of Arts & Letters, a Guggenheim 

Award, Bearns Prize from Columbia University and grants and residencies from the Barlow 

Foundation, MacDowell Colony, Yaddo, Copland House and the American Academy in Rome. 

He was one of the first composers invited for a coveted residency at the American Academy in 

Berlin. He was only the third composer— after Stravinsky and Copland—  to be signed to an 

exclusive recording contract by Sony Classical and his music can also be heard extensively on 

Delos, Koch, Harmonia Mundi, New World and Reference Recordings. 

  

Mr. Danielpour is an active educator and believes deeply in the nurturing of young musicians. 

Beyond serving on the faculties of both the Curtis Institute of Music and the Manhattan School 

of Music, he also spends a great deal of time giving master classes throughout the country and 

coaching and mentoring young musicians. 

  

About John Corigliano 
  

The American John Corigliano continues to add to one of the richest, most unusual and most 

widely celebrated bodies of work any composer has created over the last 40 years. Corigliano’s 

numerous scores—including three symphonies and eight concerti among over one hundred 

chamber, vocal, choral and orchestral works—have been performed and recorded by many of the 

most prominent orchestras, soloists and chamber musicians in the world. Recent scores include 

Conjurer (2008), for percussion and string orchestra, commissioned for and introduced by Dame 

Evelyn Glennie; Concerto for Violin and Orchestra: The Red Violin (2005), developed from the 

themes of the score to the François Girard’s film of the same name, which won Corigliano the 

Oscar in 1999; Mr. Tambourine Man: Seven Poems of Bob Dylan (2000) for orchestra and 
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amplified soprano, the recording which won the Grammy for Best Contemporary Composition in 

2008; Symphony No. 3: Circus Maximus (2004), scored simultaneously for wind orchestra and a 

multitude of wind ensembles; and Symphony No. 2 (2001: Pulitzer Prize in Music.) Other 

important scores include String Quartet (1995: Grammy Award, Best Contemporary 

Composition); Symphony No. 1 (1991: Grawemeyer and Grammy Awards); the opera The 

Ghosts of Versailles (Metropolitan Opera commission, 1991, International Classical Music 

Award 1992); and the Clarinet Concerto (1977). One of the few living composers to have a 

string quartet named for him, Corigliano serves on the composition faculty at the Juilliard School 

of Music and holds the position of Distinguished Professor of Music at Lehman College, City 

University of New York, which has established a scholarship in his name; for the past 14 years 

he and his partner, the composer-librettist Mark Adamo, have divided their time between 

Manhattan and Kent Cliffs, New York. More information is available at 

www.johncorigliano.com. 

  

For more information, please visit www.easternmusicfestival.org. 
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Gerard Schwarz  Management Contact: 

 

Jenny Rose 

AOR Management Inc 

( 206 ) 729 6160 

aormanagement@gmail.com 

 

Gerard Schwarz Press and Media Relations Contact 
  

Karen Ames Communications 

(415) 641-7474  

Karen Ames karen@karenames.com 

Kristin Schellinger kristin@karenames.com 

  

Eastern Music Festival Contact 

(336) 333-7450 ext. 32 

Carrie Miller, Director of Marketing carrie@easternmusicfestival.org  

Stephanie Cordick, Executive Director scordick@easternmusicfestival.org 
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